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non-owners. The first must not be allowed to leave
the second without subsistence; the second must
not be allowed to obtain that grip upon the
means of production which is the privilege of the
first."

The theory of the " Servile State " may as well
here be roughly summarised. The origin of
capitalism is traced to the appropriation of church
lands and wealth by big and small landowners when
the monasteries were dissolved, and it is argued
that this accumulation of property in a few hands
was enormously increased by the industrial revolu-
tion. Capitalism when once established on a large
scale cannot be logically enforced, because it must
keep alive by non-capitalist methods great masses
of the populace who would otherwise starve to
death; and that is what capitalism was careful to
do to an increasing extent as it got a stronger and
stronger grip upon the English people. "Eliza-
beth's Poor Law at the beginning of the business,
the Poor Law of 1834 coming at a moment when
nearly half England had passed into the grip of
capitalism, are original and primitive instances:
there are to-day a hundred others. Because
capitalism cannot be pursued to its logical conclu-
sion it is the element of freedom which suffers
to-day and always." The Socialist finds that he
cannot dispossess the possessors of capital, and all
he can say to the capitalist is: " I desire to dis-
possess you, and meanwhile I am determined
your employees shall live tolerable lives/5 But the
ordinary reformer, as opposed to the Socialist, only
works for public ownership in order to obtain.